
 

Dear Friends, 
A colleague, Rabbi Joshua Lesser, shared the following Una Tana Tokef before the 
High Holy Days.  I read portions of it on both Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.  A 
number of you asked for the text. 
You will find it below. 
Rabbi Zari Weiss 
 
 

I have arrived at this sacred day in all of its power where I ask like each one of 

you: 

What is my fate in the book of life? 

Yet I cannot just stand here alone absorbed in my fate only; 

I stand together concerned about the fate of many. 

 
CHANT Unetaneh tokef until adam bo 

The  Great Shofar blasts. 

We hear the alarm. 

Where is there justice? 

The terrible dread hangs in the air 

Will the news bring: 

A devastating storm? 

Another executive order denying people their rights? 

An unarmed black man shot to death? 

Refugee children in bombed out homes? 

A church burned, a synagogue desecrated, a masjid bombed? 

A murder of a transgender woman? 

The growth of income inequity? 



Famine worsening, our climate changing, 

How much ache, fear and heartbreak are written in for this year? 

God, We are like sheep passing before the Shepherd 

Are You counting? Are You measuring the lifebreath in our lungs? 

What is the fate of the world in this book of life? 

CHANT U’vshofar Gadol through Yechatemun 

On Rosh Hashanah is written, and on Yom Kippur the course is set! 

Who will live and who will die? 

Whose death will be timely and whose death will be haunting? 

Who will be killed unarmed in the streets and who will live safely in their 

homes? 

Who will die by gun violence and who will die by their own hand? 

Who will die from bombings and who will die from terror? 

Who will die by bigotry and who will die by peacemaking? 

Who will die from loneliness and who will die from being bullied? 

Whose deaths could be prevented and who lives to have a ripe old age? 

CHANT B’rosh HaShanah… 

Who will dwell peacefully and who will be deported? 

Who will flee their homes and who will welcome refugees? 

Who will become incarcerated and who will be pardoned? 

Who will pass and who will be profiled? 

Who will speak out and who will remain silent? 

Who will address their privilege and who will deny it? 



Who will suffer from injustice and who will benefit? 

Who will hate their neighbor and who will create community? 

Chant B’rosh HaShanah… 

Let our values and our faith, let our love and our desire for justice be 

pathways to divert what is written, to change what is written and accept what 

is written with grace. Let Repair, Prayer and Giving Our Fair Share hold our 

broken hearts together as we join together to work for a better year. 

CHANT U’Teshuvah… 
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